
LIVINGSTONE LAKE ASSOCIATION


Notice of 

21st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING/PARTY


 Saturday, August 16, 2025 ~ 3:30

 The Garage of Dave and Lisa Fitton 
Minutes

As we gather to discuss stewardship of Livingstone Lake, we acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of the Algonquin, the Huron-Wendat, the Anishnabek and Odawa people.
Attending: Steve Bolliger, Doneen Scott McLaren, Gord Farah, Pat Dube, Wayne Parker, Karen Hammond, Lori Bolliger, Erika Bolliger Gott, Rob Gott, Daphnie Dube, Devon, Christine Spengler, Amy McCarten, Bev McHenry, Mr Stone Jr., Mrs Stone Sr., John Yelland, James Schwartz, Sue Wiese, Beth Adams, Fred & Liz Hughs , Paul Thompson Lori Blumenthal , Michael Cowley, Alex & Ania Trica, Cassandra Kettlwell
Children: Amy’s daughter and friend, Christine’s son and daughter, Alex & Ania’s 2 sons, Cassandra.

AGENDA
I. Welcome/General Comments (Steve)
a. Land Acknowledgement
b. Introduction of Executive
c. Thanks to the Fittons for hosting (even when they are away!)
d. Changes since the last AGM: Welcome to Erika

II. Minutes of August 17, 2024 meeting and acceptance.
Motion to accept as presented: Lori B and 2nd Gord – passed

III. Treasurers Report 2025.  [see attached]
a. Balance $1541 at time of the meeting.  
b. 23 cottagers have paid dues.   Donations have matched dues collected and with mug fundraiser we are in good shape going into the next year.
c. Major expenses continue to be:  FOCA and CHA membership, Newsletter printing, Lake party expenses
d. We have been able to keep dues at $20/property for 2025 and expect we can maintain that for 2026.
Motion to accept financial statements: Amy & 2nd Christine - Passed
IV. Proposed for Executive Committee

a. Proposed for re-election for a 2 year term ~ Bev McHenry, James Schwartz, Pat Dube, Dave Fitton and Christine Spengler. 

Motion to accept those up for reelection: Bev & 2nd Dee - Passed
Wayne Parker, Dee McLaren, Steve Bolliger, Amy McCarten, Erika Gott, Karen Hammond and Beth Adams will continue as members of the 2025/2026 Executive Committee and will stand for re-election next year.  
b. Letter from Liz [read by Christine]  See attached

· Budget: proud of slightly under 5% rise
· Landfill cards – investigating digital cards

· Short term Rentals

· Strategic plan: improved communication and partnership

· Green burials

· Docks and landings: working with MNF 

· Fireworks:  Banned now with exception of Canada Day (weekend before and after if falls mid week).
c. Karen Hammond, Erika Bolliger (now Gott)
· Thanks to Karen for doing such an amazing job!!
· Erika has a degree in conservation ecology

· Lake report card:  in great health!  Top 10% of lakes in Ontario

· Phosphorus – A+  very low risk of algae blooms

· Water clarity – B+ (naturally occurring “tea” colour)
· Chloride – B: road salt / de-icer likely the cause
· Calcium – is only concern  low calcium is not good  (not quite in danger zone.  Rock and deforestation.  Natural shoreline and re-forestation.  “Leave your leaves”
a. Experiments in place in various areas (Muskoka) to put wood ash back in the forest where it can leach calcium into the lake.
· Top 2 things we can do for a healthy lake

a. Well maintained septic system

i. Septic maintenance:  pump every 3-5 years
ii. Need “good” bacteria in system to work.  Ensure not using anti-microbial soaps, chlorine cleaning products, bleach etc that can kill the bacteria
b. Healthy  and natural shoreline

i. A strip of trees, shrubs and natural plants at shore helps
ii. Don’t mow within 10 ft of shoreline
iii. Never use fertilizer and insecticides
· Bonus ~ Erika provided a “safe wake” boating map showing  the area of the lake that is 100’ off shore and >20’ deep.

a. Boat motors can churn up the bottom in shallow areas and release trapped phosphates

b. Waves can cause shoreline erosion 



Wayne – Friends of Algonquin Park

· Friends of Algonquin Park – 1983 started

· 32 experiential programs now

· Have donated $45 million to the Park

· 480 books published

· Members get discounts

· Raven newsletters a bonus
· New trail this year!  $500,000 cost  accessed at the Visitors centre.
· We are a remote access point to the park and Our dam is there because of park – so water courses remain navigable

· Trove of information ie.  How to deal with bears, pg 5 in current newspaper
· Going to lake association meetings to encourage people to join
· Need more citizen members involved to keep Gov’t support
V. Questions for the Executive

a. President 



Steve Bolliger

b. Gravel pit and forestry

Wayne Parker

c. Finances



Dee McLaren

d. Lake Steward 



Erika Gott
e. Newsletter



Bev McHenry

f. Social Media



James Schwartz


No Questions 
I. Other Business – none

II. Adjournment


Move to close meeting: Erika  4:22

I. Lake Social to follow

a. Raffle draw

b. Corn roast 

Prizes:

Dave Fitton – Gift basket from Christine
Devon – chair

Rob Gott – Smoked salts from Dee
Bettgers – decanter (taken by John Y.)

Rook – tray (taken by Dee)

Christine – cheese board

Wayne – chair

Schwartz – cards by Elizabeth

Pat – cards by Elizabeth
Stones – basket

Happy Birthday to Cassandra Kettlwell!
           Note!!!   Date of next Annual Party and Meeting will be Saturday August 15, 2026.  Please mark this date in your calendars.
From mayor Liz Danielson ~ Some brief notes:
Budget ~I'm very proud of the work and dedication of Council in ensuring that we were able to bring in a budget with slightly under a five percent increase (less than any of the other Municipalities in the County and many beyond who saw up to 20 percent increases plus We have managed to do this despite costs to improve infrastructure and acquiring costly software that that will increase efficiencies and provide opportunities to go through permitting  processes on line. Anyone challenged by technology can still approach staff for help getting permits for a variety of things in the way they always have. We have also been able to create several new reserve accounts to keep up with future infrastructure needs.

Landfill Cards ~ staff are investigating digital landfill cards, so the pink landfill cards issued least year are still valid and if anyone needs a replacement card give us a call. Meanwhile we will ensure again that anyone challenged with technology will be offered an alternative.

Short Term Rentals ~ Since the by-law came into effect we have received 70 applications for short term rentals and have issued 58 licenses.  14 applications are pending, one appeal has been made and there have been 9 complaints about inappropriate use/behaviour.  Several applications that were received were for buildings occupying shoreline road allowances that weren't owned. In those cases Licences of occupation have been offered that will remain in place until the applicants can follow through with acquisition of the SRA.  The only other issues that have been encountered have been with poorly prepared site plans or asking for occupancy that exceeds the Capability of the septic system in place. Staff have done all they can to assist those who have found themselves challenged by the Application process.

Strategic Plan ~ Two things that were stressed during the development of our recently adopted strategic plan (over and above our commitment to the environment) have been improved communications with our residents as well as opportunities for partnerships. One partnership that has been particularly successful has been in the development of a green burial site at one of our cemetaries (St. Stephens in Stanhope).  This project has been in partnership with the Green Burial Society of Haliburton County as well as the Master Gardeners, and offers the first of its kind opportunity.  In the County for folks to have a truly green burial. Work on the site continues and information about the green burial process can be found on our website.

The Township has been far more active in putting out surveys to get the public's response to a number of issues, all of which have been well received.

Docks, Landings & Parking ~ All of the townships docks and landings are part of an asset management plan that lays out time lines and costs for improvements to township infrastructure.  Aside from that we have found that many of the landings did not come with the appropriate land to provide for parking or even equipment being stationed.  When work is required. We have been working closely with MNRF for land use agreements to ensure we have land attached to all of our docking facilities.

Fireworks ~ As you are likely aware we did put out two surveys asking residents about the continued use of fireworks. In both cases over 60% of the responses asked for a total ban on fireworks which we have done, with the exclusion of Canada day (that includes both the weekend before and after should Canada Day fall mid-week. I have asked the newly minted Environment and Stewardship Committee to look at alternatives that are fire safe and soundless for celebrations and look forward to hearing the results. We will keep everyone posted.

Cheers, and hope this information helps. Again, my apologies for being unavailable.  Liz

